
LESSON 2 

 

 

The Planets 

 

Hindu Astrology considers nine grahas, planets  

The term ‘planet’ used in Vedic Astrology is 

in the sense of a celestial body or point which has the 

property of attraction. Hence the Sun, a star, the 

Moon, a satellite of the earth, and Rahu and Ketu, two 

imaginary points, of concourse of orbits of the earth 

and the Moon are referred to under the somewhat forced 

name of planets.  

 

Uranus, Neptune, Pluto, and a host of others are 

considered to have no effect on human affairs.  

 

These move in the heavens with ranging velocities 

influenced by other forces. 

Each of these planets influences us according to its 

nature. 

 

Planetary Nature and Indications 

 

Signification of the Planets -  

 

Sun- Masculine, malefic, copper colour, philosophical 

tendency, royal, ego, father, sons, patrimony, self-

reliance, political power, windy and bilious 

temperament, month, places of worship, money-lenders, 

goldsmith, bones, fires, coronation chambers, 

doctoring capacity.  

 

Moon—Mind, mother, benefic when waxing, malefic when 

waning, feminine, white colour, women, sea-men, pearls, 

gems, water, fishermen, stubbornness, romances, bath-

rooms, blood, popularity, human responsibilities.  

 

Mars —Brothers, masculine, blood-red colour, malefic, 

refined taste, base metals, vegetation, rotten things, 

orators, ambassadors, military activities, commerce, 

aerial journeys, weaving, public speakers.  

 

Mercury—Benefic if well associated, hermaphrodite, 

green colour, mercantile activity, public speakers, 

cold nervous, intelligence.  



Jupiter— Masculine, benefic, bright yellow colour, 

devotion, progeny, truthfulness, religious fervour, 

philosophical wisdom, corpulence.  

 

Venus—Feminine, benefic, mixture of all colours, wife, 

love affairs, sensual pleasure, family bliss, harems 

of ill-fame, vitality.  

 

Saturn—Malefic, hermaphrodite, dark colour, 

stubbornness, impetuosity, demoralisation, windy 

diseases, despondency, gambling. 

 

Rahu—Malefic, feminine, renunciation, corruption, 

epidemics.  

 

Ketu -Hermaphrodite, malefic, religious, sectarian 

principles, pride, selfishness, occultism, mendicancy. 

 

These indications are general. Their application 

in particular cases will be dicussed later on.  

 

Natural Malefics are always inclined to do harm  but 

under certain conditions, the intensity of the mischief 

is reduced. 

 

Natural Benefics, on the other hand, tend to do good ; 

but sometimes they also become capable of doing harm. 

 

The properties of planets given above will be helpful 

in making predictions. For instance, a masculine planet 

ruling the house of children gives, during its period, 

male issues. The Astrologer / learner should become 

familiar with all technicalities described here. 

 

Relations between Planets 

 

These are of two kinds, viz., permanent and temporary. 

A planet is said to be a friend of the other whose rays 

it does not counteract. 

 

 

Permanent Friendship 

 

The following is the table of permanent friendship:- 



 
          

      __________________________________ 

 
 

To be continued in Lesson No 3 


